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around brought Humayun face to face with a grim reality. The
date with the cup and the flask and the dainty damsels was at
long last over. Disillusionment gave rise to despair which, in turn,
bred a reckless resolve to push forward into Sind. Shah Hussain
was alarmed. Though small in number, the Mughals could fight
like devils when caught in a tight corner. Not wanting to run the
risk of a straight fight, he offered peace at generous terms.
Humayun swallowed the bait. He agreed to leave Sind provided
-a safe passage through Sind was assured to the Mughal army.
This was exactly what Hussain wanted. Large sums of money and
considerable quantities of foodgrains were placed at Humayun's
disposal to facilitate his intended trek through Baluchistan to
Qandhar.
This was the beginning of a new chapter in the life of Humayun,
as also in that of the infant Prince Akbar. The pleasures of Jun
were soon to be forgotten in the travails of a journey beset not
only with natural hazards, but also with the hostility of tribal
chiefs under the tutelage of the Mirzas Kamran, Askari and
Hindal.
It was on 10 July 1543, that Humayun started on his march
out of Sind. Hamida Banu Begum, as other ladies of the harem,
were given by Shah Hussain special escorts for their protection.
Arrangements for the comfort of Akbar and his nurses during the
journey were entrusted to Khwaja Muazzam, brother of Hamida
Banu, and Shams-ud-Din Muhammad Khan, husband of Jiji
. Anaga. The liters assigned to carry Maham and her ward were
decorated with silks and rich tapestries, and were virtually sealed
against sand and dust. Though worried at the uncertainty of the
future, Humayun accepted with philosophic calm the turn destiny
had taken. Astrologers were consulted to determine an auspicious
hour for the start of the march. Prayers were said and alms dis-
tributed before the drums were beaten to proclaim that the time
had come to leave Jun. A section of the small force led by Bairam
Khan, formed the advance guard. Then followed Humayun and his
family, flanked on either side by their personal bodyguard. Tardi
Beg brought up the rear.
Though the exit from Sind was a major setback, Humayun
read in it a hidden design of Allah for restoring to the house of
Timur the glory it once enjoyed. The predictions of astrologers at
the birth of Akbar sustained him in this hour of what looked like